[Presence of clusters of Langerhans cells and lymphoid cells in the peritumoral infiltrate of a case of basal cell naevus syndrome. Ultrastructural study (author's transl)].
A case of naevoid basal cell carcinoma syndrome with clusters of Langerhans' and lymphoid cells in the inflammatory peritumoral infiltrate, is reported. Electron microscopy shows intercellular contacts between eight to ten lymphoid cells and a single Langerhans' cell. These contacts occur over limited areas of the cell membranes by means of zones of high electron density on the outer edge of the cytoplasm. The functional significance of this finding is discussed, bearing in mind that recent observations have established certain analogies between Langerhans' and interdigitating reticulum cells. The latter might, within the thymus-dependent region of the lymph nodes, contribute to the formation of a micro-environment favourable to certain immunological activities of T-lymphocyte populations.